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Free Online Resources Help Residents Hone Virtual 
Skills 

            
Working from home has changed how many of us organize our days, accomplish our 
tasks, and think about our jobs. 
  
Many have learned by doing but are still working to master new tools and skills. Others, 
particularly the newly unemployed, are looking to re-enter the job market with a better 
understanding of how to fit into a remote, virtual work world. 
  
SkillUp Greater Raritan, an online learning portal that is free to use for residents  and 
businesses in Hunterdon and Somerset counties, features several hundred courses 
offering training in the tools and skills used in today’s remote workplaces. Free webinars 
in June will introduce residents and businesses to SkillUp Greater Raritan and how it 
can benefit remote workers, those looking for work and the businesses that hire them. 
  
SkillUp Greater Raritan, which was launched this winter as a community service by the 
Greater Raritan Workforce Development Board, offers more than 5,000 courses in a 
variety of career topics and industries. Examples of course selections appropriate to 
remote work include: 
  
Team Skills – Contributing as a Virtual Team Member; Establishing Effective Virtual 
Teams; Facing Virtual Team Challenges; and Exploring Virtual Collaboration 
  
Microsoft Office Productivity and Collaboration Tools – Microsoft Office 365 classes in 
Delve, Forms, Groups, Planner, SharePoint, Teams and Yammer; Microsoft OneNote; 
Microsoft Outlook Online. 
  
Collaboration Tools – Basecamp, Cisco, GoToMeeting, Join.me, Trell, and Zoom 
  
Productivity Tools – Adobe, Google, Slack, Hootsuite, Salesforce and FreeMind 
  
Personal Productivity – Courses in productivity improvement, time management, 
telecommuting, and work/life balance. 
  

https://www.thegrwdb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/skillup-webinars-updated.pdf
https://www.thegrwdb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/skillup-webinars-updated.pdf


Once a community member or business registers for SkillUp Greater Raritan, they have 
24/7 unlimited access to these and hundreds of other courses for 180 days, for free. At 
5 p.m. every Thursday in June, informational webinars will introduce new and potential 
registrants to the platforms, which is used by other agencies and organizations in New 
Jersey and around the nation. No registration is needed; log-in information is available 
under the Events/Calendar tab of www.thegrwdb.org or call 908-541-5785. 
  
Greater Raritan Workforce Development Board representatives also are participating in 
the June 18 Virtual BizFest sponsored by the Somerset County Business Partnership. 
The board’s presentation will focus on how businesses can use SkillUp Greater Raritan 
to advance the mission and goals of employers and employees. For information and to 
register, go to https://www.scbp.org/bizfest/. 
  
In addition to these events, the Greater Raritan One Stop Career Training Center has 
moved its in-person workshops to virtual platforms. Six were conducted in May, and 
more are being planned for June and beyond. Coming up is Creating a Dynamic Job 
Portfolio at 7 p.m. Wednesday, June 10. Hosted by the Somerset County Library 
System of New Jersey, and it’s  free to attend. For registration information, go to the 
calendar tab of www.thegrwdb.org and click on June 10, or go here. 
  
Bookmark the calendar tab of the website to get details about new virtual workshops 
and other virtual programming for job seekers and businesses, including a monthly We 
Can Talk series for job seekers beginning in late June. Weekly text updates also 
highlight career and job opportunities in Somerset and Hunterdon counties. Text 
“onestop” to 565-12 to sign up. 
  
The state also has posted web resources for employers on the state’s COVD-19 hub 
page and on the Department of Labor website. 
  
The Greater Raritan Workforce Development Board works to ensure that workforce 
education and training investments are meeting the needs of employers and job 
seekers in Hunterdon and Somerset counties. 
  
Questions? Contact GRWDB Board Director Paul Grzella at grzella@co.somerset.nj.us, 
or 908-203-6044. 
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