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Greetings! It has been too long since our last 
newsletter. The governing body and I have 
been busy at work, continuing to improve 
South Bound Brook for all residents. I’d like to 
update you as to what’s been happening here 
in town.  

Anyone who drives can tell you that road 
maintenance is essential in New Jersey. We 
were fortunate to have two County roads 
repaved this year. Main Street and Edgewood 
Terrace were in great need of repaving, and 
we thank the County for putting our town’s 
needs at the forefront.   

Through a grant that we received, sidewalks 
on Edgewood Terrace have been replaced.  
Receiving grant money is a terrific way to 
make improvements, without having to 
“Bond” for projects. Bonding is the 
government’s way of borrowing money.  One 
of the many goals for 2019 was to create a 
fiscally responsible budget. We are 
continuously applying for grants to help 
reduce the cost of projects while still making 
much needed improvements.  Since we are a 
“walking town,” sidewalk improvements like 
these are essential. 

Redevelopment is a priority. It has been three 
long years since the South Side Grille on Main 
St caught fire. The developer who now owns 
the property has introduced their plans for 
developing it. They have proposed a three-

story building, comprised of both retail and 
residential spaces. New retail will  

 

improve our town’s rateables, and provide 
space for new businesses to open. It is a true 
balancing act to introduce new development 
while maintaining our small town charm.   

A second annual Jr. Government Day was held 
in May. This is a joint venture that I began with 
the school, in an effort to get the children 
involved. In order to be selected, each child 
must complete a job application - one for each 
member of Council, Mayor, Chief of Police, 
and Administrator. Once the applications are 
received and reviewed, interviews are 
conducted.  The Jr. Council then helps to run 
an official Council meeting.  

All participants this year did an outstanding 
job. It is always a pleasure getting the children 
involved, while leaving a lasting impression of 
a civics lesson. The children were rewarded 
with tickets to “South Bound Brook Day” at 
Patriots Stadium.   

Through careful spending, we were able to 
slightly lower taxes. Hopefully, by carefully 
spending and capitalizing on previous 
bonding, this will become the trend and not 
the exception.   

2020 is an important year. The Census will be 
conducted in town. The Census is very 
important, as it identifies how many residents 

we have. The number of residents dictates the 
amount of federal and state funding the town 
will receive. We are on the cusp of having 
5,000 residents. The census is safe, easy and 
important. The information is  

 

not shared, and the results determine federal 
funding for any programs and potential 
consolidation. Your participation is 
appreciated.   

It is a pleasure serving as your mayor.   

Mayor Caryl “Chris” Shoffner 
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• Rabies Clinic 
o N0vember 2nd 9-10am 

DPW garage SBB              
44 Washington Ave 
 

• Bulk Pickup  
o December 13th   

Contact Borough Hall 
to schedule your bulk 
pickup, fee associated  
 

• Leaf Bags  
o Available at Borough 

Hall - while supplies 
last  
 

• 2019 Tree Lighting 
o Volunteers needed  

 
• Boy Scouts 

o Scouting for Food   
 

• Fire Dept Breakfast with Santa 
o  December 7th  

 
• Fire Dept Candy Cane Run  

o December 14th  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Recreation Basketball  
o Sign-ups have been 

sent home through the 
school   

o Boys and Girls teams 
o Coaches needed   

 

 

Don’t be alarmed if you were unaware of the 
pedestrian swing bridge. It’s time to get 
acquainted! It is a hidden treasure for South 
Bound Brook. The bridge is located along the 
canal behind the Canal Crossing Condos.  An 
unfortunate fire destroyed the bridge on July 
4th of 2018. An insurance claim was 
submitted to have the bridge repaired. The 
timbers for the flooring of the bridge had to 
be custom made due to their size. Once the 
work is complete, it will be safe for pedestrian 
travel again, offering access to the historic 
towpath. 

Upcoming Events 

Pedestrian Swing Bridge Update 
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There were many firsts in 2019. One of them 
was the first ever Farmer’s Market. The 
market took place every Sunday from June 
30th to September 29th. The hours were 9am – 
12pm, and located in the parking lot at 50 
Main Street. It was a huge success, and we are 
pleased to announce that it will be back for 
the 2020 season. WIC checks will be accepted, 
and we are continuing to work with a 
Healthier Somerset County to improve next 
year’s market. Our market’s model was 
ground breaking. Instead of a farmer coming 
in and selling their produce each week, a 
different non-profit in our town hosted the 
day and received the profits. This venture was 
made possible through a grant.    

 

 

South Bound Brook’s Little Free Library is 
located on Main Street, by the Queens Bridge 

and the Canal Crossing trail. The Little Free 
Library was built and dedicated to all the 
children of South Bound Brook. We are now 
part of the ‘World’s Largest Book Sharing 
Movement.” The philosophy is to take a book 
and leave a book. Not everyone can get to the 
Bound Brook library to borrow a book. So we 
brought the library to South Bound Brook. 
Donations are always welcome. And as soon 
as our charter arrives, our library will be added 
to the Little Free Library’s World map. The 
farmers market and library were made 
possible through a grant from Robert Wood 
Johnson and Healthier Somerset County. 
“Healthier Somerset” is a coalition of 
representatives from Somerset County 
businesses, healthcare, education, faith-
based communities, non-profit 
organizations, and local 
government, working together to improve 
the overall health of County residents and 
workers.  South Bound Brook is considered a 
“walking town,” so what better way to be 
recognized and supported by the Coalition. 
When you are out for a walk, or taking your 
pet out, stop by the library and 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

be sure to see the backside of it for a bulletin 
board posting of events in the County 

promoting a healthier you. For more 
information please visit the website: 
buildingbridgestobetterhealth.org   

Farmers Market  
 

South Bound Brook’s Lending Library 
 

https://www.buildingbridgestobetterhealth.org/
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Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, 

November 3, 2019, at 2:00 A.M. At this 

time, we “fall back” by setting clocks 

back one hour (i.e., gaining one hour).     It 

will be getting darker earlier and the 

streetlights will be turning on. If you 

notice that a streetlight is not on, you can 

report it directly to PSE&G by calling 800-

436-7734 or by going to: 

https://www.pseg.com 
Important Note: The pole number (found 
on the metal tag on pole), street name, 
nearest cross street, and “in front of 
address” is needed to locate and 
complete the repair.   

 

 

 

 

 

Daylight Saving Time  

https://www.pseg.com/home/customer_service/outage_info/streetlight_out.jsp
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